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From Pastor . . . . 
THE POWER OF HIS RESURRECTION 

“I  want  to  know  Christ  and  the  power  of  his  resurrection  …”  (Philippians  3:10) 
 
The first thing I do Monday morning is to plan my week.  This is time well spent.  Of 
course,  you  have  to  prioritize  things  in  case  you  can’t  do  everything  you  want.    But  that  is  
good.  Then the most important things get done.  How does your week look? 
 
Paul just gave us a glimpse into his weekly planner.  At the top of the list every week is 
to know Christ.  Everything else comes in a distant second.  And why is knowing Christ so 
important?    Because  you  will  also  know  his  resurrection.    In  fact,  you  can’t  separate  the  
two.    You  can’t  have  Christ  without  the  resurrection,  and  you  can’t  have  the  resurrection  
without Christ.  
 
The message of Christ and his resurrection has a profound effect on Christians. It is 
powerful.    It  changed  Paul’s  life  forever  when  he  met  the  resurrected  Christ  on  the  road  to  
Damascus.  Every church, every sermon released the power of the resurrection.  To 
Thessalonians who thought that dearly departed fellow believers are somehow going to miss 
out, Paul assures them that they will actually be the first to benefit from the resurrection so 
we  don’t  have  to  grieve  like  the  rest  of  men.    To  the  Corinthians  who  were  distracted  by  
internal division and the hypnotic allure of living like the world, Paul spends a whole 
chapter on the truth of the resurrection and it effect on us.  This message changes people.  It 
is powerful. 
 
Why?  Just  as  you  can’t  have  Christ  without  the  resurrection,  you  can’t  have  Christ  without  
your resurrection.  On the threshold of his own impending death, Paul confessed to a young 
co-worker by the name of Timothy that he was actually looking forward to death because 
death means life.  How?  Through the resurrection.  John, after seeing 20 chapters of the 
trouble the Church will face in Revelation, prayed for Jesus to come quickly.  Why?  
Because he was confident of his own resurrection. 
 
How about you?  Do you draw from the power of the resurrection, or is your cord not 
plugged in?  What if you were told you will lose  if not all of your worldly possessions?  
The resurrection has the power to lead you to  say  along  with  Job,  “The  Lord  gave,  and  the  
Lord  has  taken  away.    May  the  name  of  the  Lord  be  praised.”    The  resurrection  has  the  
power  for  you  to  look  forward  to  Christ’s  return,  and  sooner  is  better  than  later.     
 
And  doesn’t  this  have  an  affect  on  your weekly planner?  Bills need paying, food needs 
to be cooked, kids need to be driven to a dozen events, work is demanding overtime, 
grandma  says  you  don’t  visit  her  enough.    But  prioritize  your  week  behind  one  all-important 
goal, to know Christ.  Open Bibles, pray, thinking of what you read, is how you know 
Christ. Then you will know the power of his resurrection.  And watch that power affect 
confidence, joy and patience. 
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GETTING ACQUAINTED WITH LUTHER (Part 12) 

 

 
This  month  we’re  going  to  take  a  glimpse  of  Luther’s  home  life.  Luther had been a Roman 
Catholic priest and taken the oath of celibacy. However he came to believe that was 
unscriptural.  He believed that pastors could marry if they so desired.  But for him, he felt, 
marriage was unsuitable. He felt that he could be killed  at  any  time,  or  he  didn’t  have  time  with  
all of his writing and teaching. That all changed as he married Katherine von Bora. 
 
Katie, as Luther called her, had been born near Leipzig in 1499. Her mother died when she was 
young and placed her into a convent. At age of sixteen she became a nun. In 1522 she had heard 
that  some  monks  in  Grimma  left  the  monastery  for  good.  She  and  some  other  nuns  read  Luther’s  
writings on how only faith saves and not the rules of a convent.  She sent a message to Dr. 
Luther asking for help to escape the convent. The penalty for giving help to those escaping from 
a convent was death.  This did not stop Luther.  He had friends. One friend was a Leonard 
Kopp, who had a contract to deliver supplies to the convent in which Katherine von Bora had 
been living. As it turned out, he was delivering some herring in barrels the Saturday before 
Easter in 1523. He delivered the supplies and carefully washed out the barrels. 
 
By the next morning, twelve nuns had escaped the convent (Oh, yes, in the herring barrels).  
Three of the former nuns went back home while the other nine were brought to Wittenberg.  
Many found work, usually as governesses, and eventually were married.  That is, except one, 
which was Katherine. She had fallen in love with one gentleman.  He had left never to return for 
her even though he had promise to do so.  Luther had to do something.  He had in mind a Pastor 
Glatz for her, but she flatly refused. Her choices were a Dr. Amsdorf or Dr. Luther himself. You 
already know who she married. They were married on June 13, 1525.  Luther was 42 years old 
and Katherine von Bora was 26 years old. 
 
The Lord gave them six children: Hans born in 1526, Elizabeth in 1527, Magdalena in 1529, 
Martin, Jr. in 1531, Paul in 1533 and Margaret in 1534. Elizabeth was called home before her 
first birthday and Magdalena was called home when she was thirteen. 
 
More  on  Luther’s  home  life  next  time. 
 
 
 
 

 



3 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
      
      

 St.  Paul’s  Lutheran School Arlington, MN 
“Preparing  Children  Now  and  For  Eternity”   

2017-2018 SCHOOL REGISSTRATION (OPEN 
HOUSE): The time will be here soon for our school 
open house and registration on APRIL 5th .  Parents 
with children going into grades PreK-7th will be 
receiving information to visit our school.  At open 
house it is an opportunity to visit with teachers and 
staff, that  will  bring  God’s Word to your children.  
Have dinner on us and take us up on this invitation to 
see  what  St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  School  is  all  about!  We  
always can use any extra hands (VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED).  If you are interested in serving dinner, 
greeting, or decorating the school please sign– up on 
sheets in the narthex. You can talk with a school 
teacher too! Thanks 
 
BE A SAINT PROGRAM UPDATES: The school 
office is accepting scholarship donations for the next 
school year.  If there is a congregation member who 
would like to anonymously sponsor a student’s  tuition  
for the next school year 2018 – 2019 speak with Mr. 
Kaesermann.  Our open house is coming and we would 
like to have funds in place to share with families. 
 
WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK: Keep up-to-date with 
all school events and happenings online.    
www.stpaularlington.com/school click calendar.  Like 
us on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/stpaularlington 
 
Upcoming Events:                       
April             
2  NO SCHOOL                    
3  Track Season starts @ school 3:30-4:30             
4  3-8th visit MLC to see the Author AVI                                 
4-10  ACT Testing Week                                                           
5 School Open House and Kindergarten Round-up 6:00                        
26  School Musical 1:30 & 6:30                                                                           
27  Children’s  Theater  MLC                                           
28  Track meet New Ulm 11:00? 
 
May                       
6  8th grade Confirmation                                     
7  Sleepy Eye Track Meet  3-8th grade  9:00-1:30                                            
10  Redwood Falls Track Meet 4-8th grade  9:00-2:00                            
15  Mr.  Kaesermann’s  annual  fishing  trip  to  power 
      plant in Faribault.      
18  PreK graduation program at School 2:30 @ gym              
20 Graduation for K-8th School Banquet @ church                  
23  LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
     (chapel, awards, picnic) 
  
 

APRIL, 2018 
 
LUTHERAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
WEEK:  It was a very busy week at school to 
celebrate Lutheran Elementary school week.  We 
had over 80 visitors including families and friends.  
Our students were able to raise over $1,000 for our 
Jump Rope for Heart event.  We went swimming, 
saw an author presentation,  MVL’s  art  teacher  Mr.  
Jaspersen taught us a drawing lesson, and then we 
blended our classrooms for a mixed up morning of 
lessons. 
 
SAVE, SAVE, SAVE: Thank you for saving these 
items.  Labels can be dropped off at school or use a 
collection container in the back of church.  
Aluminum cans to the trailer in alley by school.    
Thanks for saving these simple things.                
1. Thrivent Choice dollars                                            
2. Our Family UPC labels               
3. Box Tops for Education                  
4. Aluminum Cans                        
5. Country Hearth UPCs                                                                                               
6. MILK MOOLA– from Kwik Trip                    
7.Coborns/Cash Wise Reward Points (You can 
designate your Food Club receipts to go to St. 
Paul’s  School  simply  by  visiting  the  service  desk  at  
Coborn’s. 
 
SCHOOL MUSICAL: Our school musical will be 
performing on April 26th.  Times are 1:30 and 
6:30 on a THURSDAY.  We have songs by the 
younger children and comedy by grades 3-8 called 
the Fairy Tale Network.   Join us that night for the 
performances with snacks to follow. 
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YOUTH GROUP 
 

Youth Group will be meeting Sunday, 
April 8 11 at 6:30 PM at school.   

FORWARD IN CHRIST – APRIL 
 

The April edition of FORWARD IN 
CHRIST, the official WELS magazine is 
here, and is just waiting for YOU to pick it up 
and read it.  As we are in the season of Easter, 
it has a number of Easter-theme articles as well 
as exciting information on new mission areas. 
The short articles are well  worth  everyone’s  
time and effort to read them. How encouraging 
and   faith   strengthening   they  are!   It’s  hard   to  
pick just a couple.  Here are some highlights! 
 
•   “Because   Jesus   Lives” (pp.10-11) Prof. 
Wordell reminds us of countries who do not 
have religious freedom as we do. However, the 
Gospel is for all cultures and that requires 
sacrifice, energy, boldness, and determination. 
 
•  “Facing  Persecution” (p.18) Written from a 
teen’s perspective, he tells us how we should 
not let others stop us from showing our faith.  
This seems like good advice whether you are a 
teen or an older person. 
 
•  “God’s  Gift  of  Groaning” (p.7) A devotion 
that reminds us that we should not be too 
comfortable – that we should live by faith not 
by sight. 
 
•  “Light  For  Our  Path” (p.9) This question 
and answer page tries to answer the question 
about a Christian baker who was sued because 
he would not provide a wedding cake for a gay 
wedding.  What about that?  How should we 
feel? 
 
•  “Moments  with  Missionaries  – Grenada” 
(p.20) This story relates blessings on our 
mission on the island of Grenada. 

(Continued in next column) 
 

 

•  “New  Start  in  South  America” (p.23) 
Here is an article that tells about a new 
mission in the country of Ecuador.  How 
fantastic! 
 
•  “Salt  of  the  Earth” (pp.27-28) Here is 
the tenth article out of twelve on how to 
live our lives as the salt of the earth.  
This focuses on how we should repay 
evil love – in other words – don’t  take  
revenge.  
 
•  “Fools” (p.32) Reminds us of how the 
world looks at us Christians sometimes. 
 
•  “Major  on  the  Minors” (p.33) This 
installment is about Jonah. 
 
•  “heart  to  heart  parent  
conversations”  (pp.16-17) Helps parents 
with  this  question,  “What do I need to 
consider before I give my child a cell 
phone?” 
 
•  “Reaching  Native  Christians” (pp.28-
29)  Drum  roll….This  year  the  WELS  is  
celebrating 125 years of  bringing  God’s  
Word to the Apaches. This story tells 
some of that history along with some 
fascinating photos. 

 
 

 



5 

 

MISSION SOCIETY MINUTES –MARCH 27, 2018 
 
Mission Society meeting was called to order by Vice President Lorraine Neubarth at 2 p.m.  Pastor 
Rauh led devotion based on John 6:37.  God showers his love on everyone.  
 
Hostess hymn "My God, Accept My Heart This Way" was sung followed by roll call of members. 
 
The Secretary's report was read and approved as was the Treasurer's report. Bills were presented. 
Motion to pay -  second.  No Sunshine Lady report today.  Correspondence was read.  
 
Old Business: Last 2 funerals served were reported on and one that will be in the next 24 hours of the 
meeting. 
 
Lenten Supper report given.  No expenses for this supper of hot dishes and salad. Motion to donate 
some of the profits to the kitchen committee - second. 
 
No food shelf report. Tabled to April meeting.  
 
LWMS Rally is April 21 at Trinity, Nicollet.  Let Pat Grabitske know if you are going. Lorraine is 
going and can drive. Belle Plaine Lutheran Home bingo report was given by Ramona B.   
 
Flower pots outside of church will be planted by our group again, motioned and second.  Discuss with 
Mary Piotter her wanting to head this up again this year or not.   There will be 18 Easter lilies put out 
on Easter Sunday.   
 
 New Business: Handing out quilts on June 3rd to graduating seniors of our congregation at the end of 
service. It will be kept on this Sunday when we know the students will be in attendance for sure.  
 
 Cleaning of church kitchen will be April 13/14th. Martha group in charge.  There will be a sign up 
sheet for any congregation member interested in helping in any way.  The communion set up room will 
also be cleaned this year.  
 
 Mission Society serves for Fellowship on April 15th when we have a guest choir from St.John's 
joining us. Everyone will help to make sure coffee and other items are ready to go. We need to provide 
our own juice. 
 
Reminder that April we go back to Monday evenings at 7 pm meeting time. Motion to adjourn the 
meeting, second.   
 
April Hostess: Janet Hansen.             April Communion Set-Up: Elaine Riebe & Janet Hansen 
 
Adjourn with the Lord's Prayer. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Lee Wendland, Secretary 
       



6 

 

 
       
  
 
 

  

BIBLE STUDIES 
 

Sunday Morning Family Bible Study 
Come and join us each Sunday morning at 
9:00am in the basement. There is always coffee 
and hot chocolate! On April 8, Pastor Curt 
Seefeldt will be talking about wills and estate 
planning.   
 
Wednesday Afternoon Bible Study 
Our Bible Study is on Wednesday afternoons at 
2:00pm in the basement. We are still studying 
the Augsburg Confession.  This is one of the 
most important confessions and it tells why we 
are Lutherans. Join us in this fascinating study. 
The schedule for April is as follows: 
April  4 –  Articles 14 & 28: The Office of the 
                  Public, or Representative, Ministry 
April 11 – Articles 16, 23, & 28: Civil Life 
                  Outside the Church 
April 18 – Article 17: Christ’s  Return  for 
                  Judgment 
April 25 – A new series yet to be decided! 
 

 
 
 
 

SOUTHWEST MN AREA LUTHERAN 
CHORALE 

The Southwest Area Lutheran Chorale is made 
up of WELS and ELS singers from our 
congregation and many others in the area. 
They invite you to attend their spring concert 
which will be held here at our church on 
Sunday afternoon, April 8, at 3:00pm. (Mark 
your calendar.  This will be a treat!) 
The  concert  theme  this  year  is  “Beautiful 
Savior”. The concerts are free and everyone is 
invited. A freewill offering will be gathered to 
go towards a new tent for worship at Living 
Stone Mission in Zambia, Africa.   
Another concert is being given at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Willmar, MN on April 15 at 
3:00pm. 

Lutheran  Women’s  Missionary  Society 
MN Valley Circuit Spring Rally 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 
Trinity Lutheran Church 

Hwy 14 & 111, 604 Main St, Nicollet, MN 
56074 

Speaker: Rev. Larry Schlomer,  
         WELS Lutheran  Women’s  Missionary 

If attending, contact Pat Grabitske by 
April 15. 

 

SENIOR MINISTRY 
 

Senior Ministry will be meeting on 
Monday, April 9, at 1:30pm in the 
church basement.  We begin with a short 
Bible class and then move on to games, 
talking, snacks, and just having fun. If 
you  haven’t  tried  this  before,  come and 
see what it is all about.  We would be 
happy to have you. 

EASTER THANK YOU ! 
A huge thank you for all the extra things 
that are done around church for the Easter 
season. This can be everything that was 
done or donated for the Easter breakfast to 
changing the cloth on the large cross to 
changing hymn numbers to filling the 
candles with oil to taking care of the 
crosses in the outside pots to choir 
members singing at all the Holy Week 
services to anything else. So many doing 
things for their Lord!! Thank you!!  
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          GOD’S  ENCOURAGING  WORD  …  when I deal with death 
 
Everyday tragedy bombards you.  The world news scene is constantly flooded with horrible stories.  Another 
bombing, another mass shooting, and another natural disaster fill your newsfeed.  This sad and frustrating news 
isn’t  just  out  there.    It’s  personal.  A co-worker  is  diagnosed  with  a  terminal  illness.    A  close  friend  dies.    You’re  
attending the funeral of a family member. 
 
No matter how many happy days we enjoy, these sad days come too.  When faced with death, our hearts may 
cry  out,  “It  shouldn’t  be  this  way!”    And  we’re  right.    It  shouldn’t  be  like  this.    Death  is  a  jolting  end  of  life.    
Death  is  a  separation  of  body  and  soul.    We  don’t  want  that.    God  doesn’t  want  that.    God  didn’t  intend  it  to  be  
like this when he created the first man and woman.  Why is it then that death eventually comes to all people? 
 
Quite simply and tragically, death comes because of sin.  The first man and woman rebelled against God.  When 
they chose to rebel, they brought death upon themselves.  And they have passed both their sin and death on to 
all their descendants—to you and to me.  We see their rebellion in our little rebellions—in our lies, our pride, 
our arrogance, our hate, our sin.  And where there is sin, there is death. 
 
How much does Jesus hate sin and death?  Jesus detested sin and death so much he fought and defeated them.  
Jesus took our sin.  In our place, Jesus suffered and died.  He endured the punishment we deserved.  When Jesus 
died,  his  death  was  not  a  result  of  his  sin.    Jesus’  death  came  as  punishment because he shouldered the sins of 
the whole world—every one of your and my sins.  Since Jesus dealt with the cause of death—which is sin, death 
lost its sting.  
 
Jesus comforted a friend who was grieving the death of her brother by proclaiming: “I  am  the  resurrection  and  
the life.  He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never 
die.”    Jesus  promised  that  because  he  is  “the  resurrection  and  the  life,”  all  believers  will  be  raised  to  eternal  life 
too.  Jesus gives eternal life to all who believe in him. 
 
You will face death over and over again—in the relentless stream of world news and in the sad news that death 
is  striking  those  you  love.    Listen  to  Jesus’  words.    Trust  Jesus.    He  is  the  resurrection and the life.  One day 
death will come to you.  And even though you die, because you believe in Jesus you will live eternally with him 
in heaven. 
.  


